
Oncology takes center stage and funding remains a stressor at the
annual conference 

Highlights from Cell
& Gene Meeting on

the Mesa 2022

Kineticos Life Sciences joined more than 2,100
industry leaders for the 2022 Cell & Gene Meeting
on the Mesa. Attendees met in person in Carlsbad,

CA, and gathered virtually for the industry’s foremost
annual conference on cell and gene therapy, gene

editing, tissue engineering, and broader regenerative
medicine technologies.

 
Omar Lamm, Kineticos Life Sciences, and Abe Maingi,
Inceptor Bio, LLC and Kineticos’ partner, share their

key takeaways and top insights from this year’s
conference. 

What therapeutic areas were most widely represented?
Omar: Oncology continues to be the main focus, particularly in cell therapy, but
there are other classes of therapies with exciting activity. There was a great deal of
activity around monogenic indications using AAV and in vivo approaches, and there
are increasing discussions regarding infectious disease (ID). As we have seen, ID is
being approached via multiple modalities including CRISPR. Conversations about
regenerative medicine and mRNA potential were also abundant.

Abe: Oncology was a big focus, particularly for companies with novel approaches
to addressing solid tumors, which is an area where cell therapy has not yet had
many meaningful data. Rare diseases where a one-time gene therapy could be
administered, potentially curing a disease state, were an additional heavy area of
conversation.

What was the general atmosphere at the meeting?
Omar: Vibrant. The enthusiasm and expansive conversations were really
impressive. Despite some contraction of financing opportunities and capital
markets, the ideation, collaboration, and commitment to advancing these cell and
gene therapy modalities was palpable. There was great focus and engagement
during presentations, in the hallways, and over meals.

Abe: Lively. The combination of the location (beautiful Carlsbad, CA), more in-
person attendees, and the rapid advances in both cell and gene therapies in the
past 12 months created a terrific meeting. The enthusiasm over novel technologies
and scientific advances, as well as potential ways to partner, was unmistakable
throughout the week.

https://meetingonthemesa.com/


What was your impression of the financing climate? Where are investors
most interested? Are companies expanding their portfolios or just
concentrating on lead assets?
Omar: This was certainly an overarching consideration with evident contraction and
heightened risk management from both investors and developers. There is still
interest across investing; Private Equity, Venture Capital, and Investment Banks
were all represented at the meeting, but it’s evident that there will be more
selectivity in financing until we see some strong wins within the sector, e.g. clinical
outcomes. I believe that a bit of strong data could move the needle, but of course,
that works both ways. As a result, we are seeing a greater focus on lead candidates
and more detailed and careful planning around CMC activity.

Abe: The current funding climate is certainly different from 2020 and 2021 when
there was a record amount of financing and a number of companies going public.
However, based on panel discussions and meetings held with investors, there is still
a significant appetite to invest in groundbreaking cell and gene therapeutic
companies. Investors appear to have a renewed focus on companies generating
meaningfully differentiated data in their lead product, ideally in a clinical stage.

Were there any advances in technology that were particularly
interesting?
Omar: From a modality perspective, there wasn’t much that we haven’t already
seen. Modified NK cells and macrophages were a key topic, as well as additional
types of retroviral vectors. There were many efforts discussed which focused on
development, analytical, and manufacturing support. These were obviously aiming
for higher yields, lower costs, and higher quality.

Abe: Manufacturing cell and gene therapies remain a major challenge for our
industry and there are many companies pursuing methods to make these therapies
faster, safer, and less costly. Two companies with particularly exciting platforms are
London-based Ori Biotech and Ireland-based Avectas. There were also several
companies with new technology platforms that appear quite interesting (iPSC,
novel editing platforms, etc.).

Any other thoughts or takeaways from the meeting?
Omar: The diversity and depth within cell and gene therapy are fostering a spirit of
collaboration, unlike anything I have experienced. When you consider the broad
curative potential and the infinite product variations, targets, and indications it
really is exciting! Now that the necessary equipment, processes, and talent are
largely available, there seems to be a strong commitment to advancing these
advanced therapy medicinal products (ATMPs) despite current challenges such as
the cost of development and the eventual cost of these highly novel therapies to
the patient.

Abe: The wide variety of attendees was incredible. I met with early-stage
therapeutic companies, clinical-stage companies, universities, CDMOs, investors,
and even a potential web designer! I believe that we’re on the cusp of another
breakthrough in the industry. We now have several approved cell therapies and the
next big breakthrough will be in allogeneic cell therapies, iPSC-based cell
therapies, or solid tumors!

 Kineticos is a life sciences consulting firm that
represents centers of excellence in cell & gene

therapy and oncology, combined with a vast depth of
expertise in driving strategy and growth for

companies in these areas. 
 

If you are interested in learning more about Kineticos’
current insights in the cell and gene therapy space,
connect with us to learn how we can work together.
For more information, visit www.kineticos.com and

follow us on Twitter and LinkedIn

http://www.kineticos.com/
https://twitter.com/kineticos?lang=en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/kineticos-life-sciences/

